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Notes from the Pastor…  

What will happen in this coming year? I like the 
joke about someone who knows what will 
happen this coming year as having “2020 
vision.”  

Of course, no one knows what will happen 
during this next year, no one except God. He 
indeed knows and controls the events of 
history. For us, there is so much uncertainty. 
And yet, we can be confident as we head into 
this year. Why? Because Jesus is with us. 
Because God is with is in the person of Jesus 
Christ, and that is a real blessing. 

And so, we are empowered to make plans, to live life, and 
serve others with God’s help. We can leave the results and the 
ultimate outcomes in His hands. We can study God’s Word, 
His gift to us, and learn and grow. When we fail or make 
mistakes, we know we are forgiven. We can speak the truth in 
love to those around us, calling others to repentance and to the 
same hope as we have. 

The book of Joel is a short book of the Old 
Testament, three chapters in the second 
book among the minor prophets. Joel saw 
or predicted the devastation wreaked by a 
locust plague. That caused him to issue 
words calling for repentance. There is 
always time for repentance. “Yet even 
now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with 
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all your heart.” Why? Because of God’s character. “Return to 
the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love.”  

The Lord will call to us this coming year. He will call to us, and 
through us to others, guided by and strengthened by His Holy 
Spirit. Another great word in Joel are the words quoted by 
Peter on Pentecost: it shall come to pass in the latter days, that 
I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh, … and there shall be those 
who escape, as the Lord has said and among the survivors 
shall be those whom the Lord calls.” 

And so I make these predictions, with 2020 
vision: that in this coming year we will hear 

God’s word and call, that God’s mercy and grace will go before 
and follow after us, and God’s loving purposes will be 
accomplished to us and through us to others. 
 
In Christ our Lord,  

 

Pastor Franck 

 

Thank you for your generous Christmas gift. It is a joy serving 
you and our Lord together in this place and my prayer is that 

we all will be richly blessed by Christ in this New Year. 

Pastor Franck and family 
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From the Executive Director…  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

It is hard to believe that another 

year has passed and we are entering 

a new decade.  Twenty years have past since sitting at home on New 

Year's Eve and potentially waiting for the lights to go out with the 

Y2K concerns.  Even starting a new decade it appears that some 

things never change given the fact that although the Viking's are in 

the playoffs it appears that this will be another year with no Super 

Bowl ring.  I hope everyone had the opportunity to participate in the 

Christmas holiday services and events and Thank You to Pastor 

Franck for all of his time and efforts to again make it a memorable 

holiday season and to everyone who shared their talents with the 

wonderful worship services. The Christmas Eve service was very 

special again having the opportunity to share the celebration of the 

birth of Christ but also to see so many of our young members who 

are away at school who had returned home for the holidays but also 

so many of our young former members who returned to share 

Christmas with their families at Mount Olive.  January will be a big 

month at Mount Olive.  The bathroom project will begin with the 

demolition/clean-up activities in a project which will greatly upgrade 

Mount Olive's church property.  I would encourage anyone who is 

able to assist with the demolition/clean-up activities with any and all 

help being greatly appreciated even if you are only able to help with 

the project for a few hours.  There is also a Voters 

meeting scheduled for 1-05-20 to approve the budget for 

Mount Olive for 2020 and I would encourage everyone to 

attend and participate in the meeting and provide input 

regarding the 2020 budget. 

I would again like to Thank everyone for their kindness, thoughts 

and prayers over these past months.  Although we lost far too many 

friends over the past year we take consolation that due to our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ we will see them again in heaven and it was 

also a year of many blessings.  Thank you especially to all of my 

friends who serve with me on the Board of Elders for all of their 

efforts especially during the times of my absences.  One of the 

blessings that I have discovered during this time when it has not 
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been possible to attend services at Mount Olive are the Main Street 

Living segments in that the segments have allowed us to worship at 

home and following the worship service we also enjoy watching an 

episode of the show so many of us grew up with, "This is the Life" 

and if you are unable to attend services on Sundays I would 

encourage you to watch the segments.  Thank you again to everyone 

for their support of Mount Olive serving the Lord in so many ways 

over this past year.  Jayne and I would like to wish everyone a 

Happy New Year, safe travel for all of our young members returning 

to school and God's Blessings in 2020. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Ed Martinson 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Bathroom Remodel Update 

The start of our bathroom remodel project has finally arrived. But first, the 

Elders want to express our gratitude for the congregation’s generosity in 

eliminating the financial shortfall that we had faced in November. We can 

now retile the floors and walls in both bathrooms as well as move the door 

into the men’s to make it easier to enter. The current men’s doorway will 

be converted into a utility closet. Also, the men’s will become a “family” 

bathroom with a lock. Thank you to all that contributed to the bathrooms 

the past two months. It has truly been a blessing. 

We will try to keep the closure of the basement 

bathrooms as short as possible. Never the less, 

we will be down to just the upstairs bathrooms 

for about a month with the women’s bathroom 

hopefully being less than that. Here is a rough 

timeline as it stands in early January. 

January 6 – 11 – Bathroom Committee meet with Jason of 

Kleinmann Construction to be sure all materials have been ordered. 
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January 12 - Work team times and days posted 

January 16 – 17 – Elders disconnect plumbing and electrical from 

men’s bathroom. Dumpster delivered. 

January 18 – 20 – Men’s bathroom demolition begins. Women’s will 

still be available. 

January 26 – Elders disconnect plumbing and electrical from 

women’s bathroom. 

January 27 – February 2 – Finish demolition in both bathrooms. 

February 3 – 29 – Klienmann Construction begins. Since the 

women’s has less work to be done, we will try to reopen it as soon as 

possible. 

Finally, feel free to check out the progress each Sunday during 

coffee. 

 

 

The Board of Elders will be holding a  
    Voter’s Meeting, January 5th after the service.  

 

 

Thrivent Members are reminded to designate your 

Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as possible.  

 Questions?  Contact Jeff Reinemann.   
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Church Office… 

Hello and Greetings from the Office!   

Wow, winter showed up!  I hope everyone has had a wonderful 

Christmas and New Year.  The snow machine can turn itself off 

now; we are good for snow. ! 

Just an update of my surgery and recovery; all is well and looks 

like I will be running marathons in my future!  Just kidding!  I 

will be able to enjoy life a lot more now though.  Thank you to 

everyone for the prayers and cards during my time off. My family 

and I are grateful for the wonderful congregation here at Mt. 

Olive; it is a very special place.    
 

Wishing you a wonderful New Year and great new memories!! 

  

 

Welcome to 2020! 

 

 

Don’t forget to check your mailboxes at the church.  Pick up your 

2020 offering envelopes.    If you 

want to continue to get The 

Lutheran Witness or would like to 

start receiving it, please fill out the 

form found on page 18 in this 

newsletter.  And don’t forget – those annual reports need to be 

turned into the office by the end of January!  Thank you in advance! 

 

Your servant in Christ 

Julie 
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission opportunities 
that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving Offering goes to it 
every year.  It has grown steadily in number of users over this 
last year.   

 

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper 
Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in 
the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, 
mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and 
juice. Non-food items include deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229; 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles); 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles); 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
Total served thru December= 319 (7 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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Notes from the Financial Secretary: 

 Offering envelopes for 2020 are in your mailbox--be sure 

to pick them up, if you haven’t already.  If you didn’t 

receive envelopes but would like them, just let us know.  

Watch for your annual giving statement, which will be in 

your mailbox soon.  New members or anyone who got 

envelopes partway through 2019: if you have offerings that 

aren’t reflected on your 2019 end-of-year statement, please 

contact Financial Secretary Keri Lynn 

Igo or the church office, and we can 

get you a receipt for tax purposes.  

Thank you to everyone who generously 

supports Mt. Olive and our missions! 

 
To all Lutheran Student Fellowship! 

 
College students and young 
adults we encourage you to 
come to our weekly Bible study 
group! We meet on Tuesday 
night at 8pm! We also have a 
fun activity once a month or so 
we look forward to seeing you 
this Tuesday! 
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CALENDAR 
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Circle News: 
The January schedule resumes with: 

 Rebecca Circle will meet on Saturday, 
January 18th for lunch at Silos-Pier B at 11:30 
a.m.   Men are invited to join them. 

 The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.  
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to 
join any of the groups.  All meetings are at the church unless 
otherwise indicated.  Feel free to call the office for 
information. 

 LWML will meet January 12th after the service in the 
Sunday school rooms downstairs. 

 

 THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first 

Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box will 

be next to the exit of the church.  Watch the bulletin monthly inserts 

regarding the distribution of the monies collected.  
 

I have a final December total: $351.56, and a 
final for 2019: $2,106.33. That is more than 

$400 over last year's Mites. The LWML thanks 
you for your faithful offerings for the Mite 

missions. 
 

    Thanks so much for your generous support! 
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Library News 
The table outside the library highlights different topics throughout 
the year with the topic changing every few months.  The current 
topic is “prayer.” The library has a great selection of books for adults 
as well as children on the subject of prayer. Some of the titles for 
adults are: Is God Listening? Making Prayer a Part of Your Life, The 
Power of a Praying Wife Devotional,  Treasury of Daily Prayer (a 
true treasure!), Blessings and Prayers for Women, Living the Lord’s 
Prayer and Don’t Just Stand There Pray Something. Some of the 
titles for children are: A Little Book of Prayer, Follow and Do The 
Lord’s Prayer, Bedtime Prayers and Grandma, What is 
Prayer? Many of these books are devotionals which will take some 
time to read, so if you chose to check them out, feel free to keep 
and use those books for as long as it takes you to get through them. 
The Mt. Olive library is here to help you in your walk of faith – take 
advantage of this wonderful resource! 

 Blessing Bags 
The LWML has a new supply of Blessing Bags in a bin in the Upper 
Room. As you may recall, a Blessing Bag is a gallon Ziplock bag 
full of items to have in your car to give to somebody in need that you 
may encounter. The Blessing Bags are filled with non-perishable 
snacks, hygiene items, gift cards, etc. and include information on 
when our church services are held. You can keep them handy in 
your car, so that you can always be “generous and ready to share” 
(1 Tim. 6:18) at a moment’s notice. This may be a scary experience 
for some of us, stepping outside of our comfort zone and handing a 
bag to a stranger, but what a witness it is of our faith – these people 
are loved by God just as we are! Feel free to take a Blessing Bag 
with you as you leave church and pass it out as the opportunity 
arises. When you give that out, grab another bag next time you are 
at church. If you wish to contribute items to the assembly of future 
Blessing Bags, a list of items needed is on top of the bin. Thank you 
for your support and for showing the love of Christ to our neighbors 
in need. 
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth 

MAIN STREET LIVING 

NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE 

OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region 

televised by KBJR Channel 6. 

"MAIN STREET LIVING 

NORTHLAND" is a locally 

produced, regionally recognized TV 

program with a message for the world. The service includes a 30-minute 

worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District 

of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute remastered program called “This is 

the Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.). Main 

Street Living Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central 

time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying 

these stations. 

Sunday, January 5 
This week’s pastor is Rev. Jeff Walther – St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church; Esko 

Sunday, January 12 
This week’s pastor is Rev. Robert Franck – Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church; Duluth  

Sunday, January 19 
This week’s pastor is Rev. Tim Ludwig – Peace in Christ 
Lutheran Church; Hermantown  

Sunday, January 26  
This week’s pastor is Rev. Jeff Walther – St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church; Esko 
 

This is the Life Schedule: 

January 5 – “A Friend in Deed” 

January 12 – “God Is Live” 

January 19 – “Adrift” 

January 26 – “The Hand of God” 
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The next series of LifeLight Bible 

study is meeting today Sunday, January 

5, from 3:30-5:00 pm. 

Jeremiah/Lamentations is the topic of this 

study. Jeremiah is known as the prophet 

of doom or the weeping prophet. While 

he had the unhappy task of announcing 

the destruction of the kingdom of Judah to his fellow countrymen, 

he also foretold God's merciful plan of restoration and renewal. 

What’s special about LifeLight Bible studies? They are in-depth, 

there is homework, and you develop close relationships with 

members of the group by sharing questions, answers, and life 

experiences. The best sessions involve new faces and voices to the 

group. Give LifeLight a try! God promises to bless you through 

His Word. 

 Study guides are available in the narthex. Sign-up and take a 

book home. Prepare for the first meeting by completing Lesson 1. 

Suggested materials donation is $9.00. If you have questions, 

please see Pastor Franck or Julie Igo. 

  

“In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  John 1:4 

 

“Un-deck the Halls” 

Thursday, January 7
th

  

@ 5:00 p.m. 

Join us on Tuesday at 5:00 pm to 

help remove the Christmas 

decorations and church cleaning.  

Tim Jezierski is providing a lite 

supper; it should be a fun time for 

everyone!!  Your help is greatly appreciated! 
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Mission Sunday is January 19
th 

Lutherans for Life  
 

Our Mission ... 

Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For 
Life. 

Our Vision ... 

Every Lutheran, both individually and in community, 

upholding the God-given value of human life and 
influencing society to do the same.  

Our Philosophy ... 

Lutherans For Life believes that the Church is compelled by 

God’s Word to speak and act on behalf of those who are 
vulnerable and defenseless. The crisis of our times is the 
repudiation of Biblical truth manifested in the wanton 

destruction of innocent human life through legalized 
abortion-on-demand and the growing threat to the lives of 

others through legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia. 
Therefore, as Lutherans For Life, we will strive to give a 
Gospel-motivated witness, to the Church and society on 

these and other related issues such as chastity, post 
abortion healing, and family living. We will call God’s 

people to compassionate action and foster life-affirming 
alternatives for those facing difficult 

situations. 

There will  be a free will offering after the service. 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 
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Lutheran Witness  
Sign-Up 
 

The Lutheran Witness magazine is published monthly 

for the lay people of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod.  It contains a wide variety of thought-

provoking information including: 

 Articles about issues we face every day  
 News about the LCMS 

 LCMS positions on topics of current interest 

 Stories about fellow Christians 

     Features witnessing faith, compassion, and humor 

     Colorful photos and illustrations 

     Special Minnesota North District insert 

The current subscriptions for the magazine expire with the March 2020 

issue.  The renewal cost for the next year is $22.56 ... just ~$1.88 per issue. 

In order to receive this meaningful Lutheran publication from April 2020 

through March 2021, please complete the form below (or use the Lutheran 

Witness envelope in the packet of 2019 offering envelopes).  Please place it 

along with $22.56 check/cash in the offering plate or return it to the church 

office by January 30
th

. 

If you have any questions, contact the church office. 

I/We wish to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness magazine. 

 

My/Our check _____ cash _____ for $22.56 is attached. 

Name  

 

Address  
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THANK YOU to ALL the Circles, 

the LWML, All the people providing 
special music and the Volunteers of 
the Church for their efforts for this 
season and all year round. The 
wonderful programs and dinners 
are a delight to the congregation 

and to our visitors.   
 

 

 
 

 

Thank you so much to 

Raychel Reiff for treating us  

to their singing and 

wonderful music selections 

this Christmas!   

It was beautiful!   
 

 

 

 
 

Prayers and Good Wishes! 

Bill Cary  

Raychel Reiff 
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January Anniversaries 
08   Kevin & Julie Jones, 32 years 

  26   Richard & Lois Mertz, 53 years 

 

January Birthdays 
   

  4 JaMichael Cline 
  7 Laura Hass 

  9 Raychel Reiff 

10  Fenix Blacketter 

13 Camille Jones 

17 Katie Hass 

21 Lisa Reinemann 

 Pam Reinemann 

 Carolyn Werkhoven 

24 Marianne Jezierski 

25 Judy Hoops 

  

 
 

 


